District 1199NM
Remembering our history!

On February 1, 1988, nurses from St. Vincent Hospital in Santa Fe went on strike. The
nurses struck over wages, benefits, and working conditions. One of the strike leaders was
Delma DeLora who is the current President of District 1199NM. The strike was successful
and ended on February 8, 1988. The 1988 strike was the first and only strike of nurses in
New Mexico Labor History.



Tuesday, February 2, 1988

Santa Fe/Northern New Mexigo

The °
New Mexican

Pickets go up,
tempers flare
at St. Vincent




MELISSA ADAMS
e New Mexican Staff

Picket signs went up, tem
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for the National
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claim the hospital negotiated in
;“b:ld faith” gt th:egamﬂnlng
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St. Vincent attorneys claim
the strikers harassed employ-
ees, visitors and patients as

grounds early Monday.
%fam and
the union talked all

y Mon-
day, Harty said.

contracts. 3
“We're in for the long haul,”
said Jack White, a registered

ile the picket circled the
cars to

“I don’t have a
them as as it’s orderly,”
said Assistant Police Chief Jim
Salazar. Some protesters ig-
nored the warnings of securi
guards hired by the hospital,
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but they did obey police offi-
cers

“We don’t want to make any
T, 1 ot
people. aren’
anygody," lazar said.

Joan Nolan, who has been a
nurse for 20 years, has worked
at St. Vincent for six years.
“This is the worst I've seen any
nurses treated,” she said.

‘“This has been a long time
coming,” said Sue Cook, a reg-
is nurse, ;

Police Chief Ray Sisnéros
said his ent would mon-
itor the ting.

Strikers booed and called
workers ‘‘scabs’” as buses en-
tered and left the hospital

carrying nurses to and
lots located away
from the hospital.

As the bused workers entered
the hospital grounds, those su;
porting the nurses clapped,
waved or motioned with thumbs
up.
One doctor s to com-
plain that the picket lines kept
patients away from medical
offices adjacent to the hospital.
A dentist supporting the nurses
sent doughnuts.

When the administration
claimed picketers were block-
ple to straight lines across
the streets instead of circles.

Union members must devote
36 hours a week to union activi-
ties to be ble for strike pay
of $35 a week for single adults
and $50 a week for with
dependents. Additional emer-

ency money is available
against the hospital, attorneys

See Pickets on Page A-2



Light load

Striking St. Vincent nurses attempt fo"gef a
occupant of a bus who is se
hospital assigned buses to

* Sydney Brink/ The New Mexican

ated behind the

look at the lone
bus driver. The

pick up workers at designated
sites in Santa Fe to help employees avoid picket lines.
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Pickets go up-outside St. Vincent

Continued from Page A-1
Morton Simon and Carol Oppen-
heimer claimed the hospital
“%ut the union into the position
where they had no alternative
but to strike. The hospital’s
final offer did not move one iota
in the direction of the union’s
demands.”

The hospital bargained in bad
faith by trying to split the union
between licensed practical
nurses and regis nurses,
the attorneys said. The take-
backs contained the the hospi-
tal’s final offer were “the ulti-
ma(tle slap in the face,” they
said.

On the hospital side, the un-
fair labor charges are leveled
against the union’s picket line.

“We have had incidents of
obstruction of cars, harassment
of employees and patients,”
said rlie Cullin, hospital
spokesman.

“We also have reports of
people pounding on cars. Our
aim is to achieve a safe and
open operation, to continue the
health care services and, for
employees who wish to come to
work, to do so without being
:ﬁgped coming or going,” he

The attorneys for the union

also are seeking an injunction to
force the hospital to begin to
bargain in good faith with the
union. Such an in&'\lxsnction would .
be sought in district court.
Action on either grievance, how-
ever, moves through an admin-
istrative judge within the
NLRB, which issues an opinion
that can be challenged and °
taken to a federal appeals court. -
As of Monday, the hospital

had 15 patients. By Monday

night, no new admissions had
been made into the hospital,
said Joe Harty, the administra-
tor on duty. Two eggectant
mothers were consid possi-
ble admissions.
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